Teen Producers History  

Teen Producers Project began five years ago under the direction of Ethan van Thillo, Executive Director/Founder of Media Arts Center San Diego (MACSD). Since 1994 youth media has been submitted from across the United States to the organization's annual San Diego Latino Film Festival. Viewing these works, MACSD always believed that similar media art could be produced successfully by youth right here in the San Diego County region.  In 2001, the organization applied for a grant to the San Diego Foundation, and with an initial $9,500 from the foundation, MACSD was able to purchase the initial video cameras and laptops to begin the Teen Producers Project.  With the needed equipment in-hand, MACSD then sought to build partnerships with larger community and educational organizations that would be interested to sponsor Teen Producers Project sessions at their facilities and for their clients.  The first two partners for Teen Producers Project were the MAAC Project and the San Diego County Office of Education’s Migrant Education Region IX.  The first Teen Producers Project took place in the Summer of 2001 at the MAAC Project’s President John Adams Manor apartment complex in Southeast San Diego. 
2001

June: San Diego Foundation awards Media Arts Center San Diego’s Teen Producers Project with a $9,500 grant.  Lisa Tripp is first TPP Coordinator.  Ms. Tripp develops initial lesson plans and session plans along with MACSD Executive Director, Ethan van Thillo.  

July: First Teen Producers Project session begins at MAAC Project’s PJAM affordable housing complex.  Site partner at the MAAC Project is Judy Harper.  Carlos Pelayo, Sebastian Hernandez, and Yasu Tsuji were the first Media Arts Instructors.  TPP continues to work with MAAC sites throughout 2001 and upto 2006.  

September 01 – June 02: TPP works with six Migrant Education sites from San Ysidro to Orange County.  During the past two school years, over 50 videos were produced by Migrant students attending high schools in Vista, San Marcos, Costa Mesa, Fallbrook, San Diego, San Ysidro, Carlsbad, Anaheim, Ramona and Escondido.  The works produced by these youth range from Public Service Announcements, telenovelas, documentaries, music videos and personal narratives.  Media Arts Instructors for the Migrant Education sites include River Hagg, Carlos Pelayo, Sebastian Hernandez, Gulliver Parascandolo, Javier “Heavy” Francisco, and Ricardo Favela.  Key site partner for the Migrant Education Program Region IX in Maria Chaves, Program Director.  Although at less sites, MACSD’s TPP continues to work with Migrant Education students in 2006. 
In September of 2001, MACSD’s TPP is asked to provide a 3 hour workshop for fostercare youth at ACCESS in Linda Vista area of San Diego.  Site partner is Bob Stewart.  Media Arts Instructor is Carlos Pelayo. 

2002
MACSD’s Teen Producers Project expands partnership with the MAAC Project and starts new after-school programs at San Martin de Porres in Spring Valley and MAAC Project’s Laurel Tree Apartments.  MACSD continues to provide TPP services at Mercado Apartments and at PJAM.  Media Arts Instructors include Sebastian Hernandez, Yasu Tsuji, River Hagg, Ricardo Favela, and Carlos Pelayo. 

MACSD’s TPP is awarded a grant from the City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture’s Neighborhood Arts Program.  This funding assists in providing the TPP services at MAAC Project’s Mercado Apartments in Barrio Logan and President John Adams Manor apartment complex in Southeastern San Diego.  Commission For Arts & Culture staff person, Victoria Saunders, advises MACSD on the process for seeking funds from the Commission’s Neighborhood Arts Program.  The City of San Diego Commission for Arts & Culture continues today (i.e. 2006) to provide funding in support of MACSD’s TPP program via its Organizational Support Program. 

In July of 2002, Media Arts Center San Diego's Teen Producers Project was asked by the Jacobs Center for Non-Profit Innovation to collaborate with their organization on the "Community Faces Project." The "Community Faces Project" features portraits of 27 people who have made extraordinary contributions to their Southeastern San Diego community.  Participating Media Arts Center San Diego production assistants and Media Arts instructors included: Larry Asakawa, River Mahoney-Hagg, Juliana Marchand, Sebastian Hernandez, Carlos Pelayo, Farheen Umar, Victor Vargas, Dawn Chenette, and Aaron Amerling.  Video production and editing equipment for the "Community Faces Project" was graciously donated to Media Arts Center San Diego by the Jacobs Family Foundation.  Jacobs Center donates $20,000 to Teen Producers Project to purchase new video and computer equipment.  These three chip cameras, professional microphones, and faster computer stations are an important step in producing broadcast quality videos.  Site partners at the Jacobs Center our Lissete Flores and Roque Barros.  Jacobs “Community Faces Project” is completed in the Spring of 2003.  
In the Fall of 2002, MACSD receives a $5,000 grant from the International Rescue Committee to produce a documentary with Refugee Youth at MAAC Project’s President John Adams Manor apartment complex.  Five youth producers were chosen to work on the Refugee Voices Project, ranging from age 14-18, from President John Adams Manor. Students working on the project completed a 12-week training course, learning about the latest in digital video production.  The project is completed in the Spring of 2003 and continues to this day to be aired locally on the Teen Producers Project’s public-access television show, TU VOZ TV. 

In the Summer of 2002, MACSD’s TPP is asked to create a Teen Producers Project for native American youth in North San Diego County.  Project is organized in partnership with UC San Diego’s Early Academic Outreach Program.  The Teen Producers create various short videos including, “Reclaiming our Culture and Identity: Indian People.  Media Arts Instructor for this project was Javier “Heavy” Francisco.  Marc Chavez from UCSD is the site partner for the project.  Anthony Vargas is the Teen Producers Project Coordinator at that time.  
In Spring of 2002, MACSD’s TPP is asked to give a full-day digital story workshop at the California Center for the Arts, Escondido.  Natasha Martinez is our partner at the Center.  Media Arts Instructor for this project was Javier “Heavy” Francisco. 
Starting in January of 2002, The Teen Producers Project (TPP) is asked by ACCESS to work with fostercare youth at San Pasqual Academy and at their community center in Linda Visa area of San Diego.  Project is a unique program developed in partnership with ACCESS, San Diego Workforce Development, Casey Family Programs, San Pasqual Academy, and Media Arts Center San Diego.  Media Arts Instructors for ACCESS and San Pasqual Academy include Eloissa Leona, Allison Horn,  Tanya Shelton, Yasu Tusuji, and Gulliver Parascandolo.  Overall goal of project is to teach fostercare youth work-readiness skills via the Teen Producers Project.   Partnership with ACCESS continues until Summer of 2003. 

2003

In Spring of 2003, MACSD’s Teen Producers Project is awarded $80,000 grant from California Council for the Humanities to compile youth-produced work and create a 12-part television access show, Tu Voz Tv.  Tu Voz Tv is a three year project that eventually is completed at the end 2005.  Funding for Tu Voz Tv allowed MACSD’s TPP to complete the television series and at the same time provide much needed TPP programming at Migrant Education sites and MAAC Project sites at a time when other funding from site partners was becoming scarce.  Teen Producer Coordinator Sebastian Hernandez and MACSD Director of Education Robert Bodle were both instrumental in producing the Tu Voz Tv series.  Final editing for the series was completed by Media Arts Instructors Joaquin Ortiz, Raphael Rodriguez, Victor Vargas, and Aaron Ginoza. 
In 2003, Street of Dreams asked Media Arts Center San Diego's Teen Producers Project to produce a 60-second promotional video for their organization. The three-month training and production process was coordinated by Media Arts instructor, Sebastian Hernandez.

In the summer and fall of of 2003, Teen Producers classes underway at the Yo Spot and the MAAC Project's Mercado Apartments partnered with KPBS' MATTERS OF RACE Outreach Campaign. The partnership, in place to further the discussion of race in San Diego as it affects youth, allows teens to examine how their lives and the world around them are affected by race. Each student incorporated themes raised in MATTERS OF RACE to produce these short films about their life experiences.  Media Arts Instructors on this project included Aaron Ginoza, R.J. Lozada, Victor Vargas, and Sebastian Hernandez. 

Teen Producers Project is asked by METRO to start a Teen Producers Project at their YO SPOT youth and community center.  Overall goal of project is to teach neigborhood youth work-readiness skills via the Teen Producers Project.  MACSD’s TPP works with Metropolitan United Urban Ministry (METRO) for two years.  

In the Fall of 2003, MACSD’s TPP is asked by TB Control Program, HHSA, County of San Diego to provide a two-day professional training for its’ health outreach staff.  MACSD media arts instructor teach staff how to produce digital stories and also utilize the technology in their daily work as health educators.  Jennifer Douglas is our site partner at the County of San Diego. 

In Spring 2003, MACSD’s TPP is asked to work with the Cyber Y Technology Center in North Park.  MACSD’s media arts instructors provide a two-day professional development training for Cyber Y staff; teaching them the basic of digital story telling and providing them with hands-on instruction on how to continue project at their community technology center. 

In January 2003, MACSD’s TPP is asked to work with Community Housing Works at their affordable housing facility in the City of Poway.   In partnership with Community Housing Works, the Teen Producers Project produces City of Poway’s Success Stories.  The collection of videos document the importance of affordable housing in the City of Poway.  Minda Martin and Farheen Umar are lead media arts instructors on the project.  Our site partner at Community Housing Works is Patti Hamic-Christenson.  Videos and printed materials are completed in November 2003. 
In the Summer of 2003, Viejas Tribal Government asks Media Arts Center San Diego to coordinate a Summer program for reservation youth.  Media Arts Center San Diego partners with Viejas Tribal Government for two years.  Media Artist Instructors included Cedar Sherbert and R.J. Lozada.   MACSD continues to work with Viejas Tribal Government until the Summer of 2004.  Site partner at Viejas is Charlotte Ochiqui. 
2004

In Spring 2004, MACSD’s TPP is asked to make an environmental video with youth at the Solana Center for Environmental Innovation in Solana Beach. Media Arts Instructor overseeing project is Aaron Ginoza.  

Spring 2004, MACSD’s TPP is awarded $10,000 from the Bravo Foundation in Escondido.  In partnership with students at Orange Glen High School and Migrant Education employee Fuen Lopez, migrant students produce four documentaries about North San Diego County and Escondido.  Media Arts Instructors included Raphael Rodriguez, Victor Vargas, Joaquin Ortiz, and R.J. Lozada. 

In the Spring of 2004, MACSD’s Teen Producers Project is asked to document the Shadows of Petco Park project in partnership with the City of San Diego Public Library.  Site partner is Lynn Whitehouse.  Media Arts Instructor is R.J. Lozada.   

Summer of 2004, MACSD’s TPP is asked by the Environmental Health Coalition of San Diego to produce a promotional video for their organization.  Media Arts Instructor Brennan Hubull completes video in Spring of 2005. 
Fall of 2004, MACSD’s Teen Producers Project, in partnership with the San Diego Public Library, receives a Cultural Crossroads Grant from the California State Public Library.  The project, entitled “Youth Voices” included teaching elementary students how to produce digital stories about ‘heroes’ in their community.  The final videos were premiered at Sherman Elementary for the students, families, and interviewees in the Spring of 2005. 

2005

Teen Producers Project, in partnership with the San Diego Public Library, is awarded a $90,000 grant from the California State Public Library for Barrio Logan Youth Voices and Community Stories.  Project includes the creation of a Digital Story Station at the Central San Diego Public Library and the production of documentaries regarding pertinent issues important to the Barrio Logan communities (i.e. Health, Education, Arts & Culture, History, Activism, Housing, Employment).  The Seven documentaries are completed in early Summer of 2006.  Community partners our Lynn Whitehouse of the San Diego Public Library and Paul Hernandez of the MAAC Project.  Media Arts Instructors include: Joaquin Ortiz, Kate Trumbull, Jen Vernon, Jason Leighton, Jodi Cilley, Brennan Hubbull,  and Omar de Leon.  Overseeing the project is MACSD Director of Education Robert Bodle and then MACSD Education Coordinator, Kate Trumbull. 
Tu Voz Tv airs nationally on Free Speech Tv and locally on ITV 16.  

California State University San Marcos donates 19 G4 Apple computers to use for Teen Producers Project.  

Fall 2005, MACSD’s TPP partners with emerging organization, ArcoIris, to produce a documentary about queer youth of color.  Documentary goes on to play at 2006 San Diego Latino Film Festival and then the the acclaimed San Francisco Gay & Lesbian Film Festival in Spring of 2006.  Media Arts Instructors for this project included Jodi Cilley and Joaquin Ortiz.  

Also in Fall 2005, MACSD’s TPP is asked to work with AVID students at Crestridge Middle School in the City of Poway.  Media Arts Instructors include Joaquin Ortiz, Brennan Hubbull, and Robert Bodle. 

2006

The San Diego County Office of Education’s Advanced Placement Consortium asks MACSD’s Teen Producers Project to produce a documentary to educate Spanish-speaking parents on the importance of Advanced Placement courses.  Youth producers complete documentary in Summer of 2006.  Documentary is premiered in October 2006 in North San Diego County and currently is airing on SDCOE’s ITV 16.  Media Arts Instructors for the project were Ricardo Favela and Jason Leighton.  Site partners were Fuen Lopez of Migrant Education and Arturo Cabello of the Advanced Placement Consortium.  

Teen Producers Project is awarded a $150,000 grant to create strategic plan for the program and strengthen TPP for future generations.  This grant also allows MACSD’s Teen Producers Project to continue partnering with Migrant Education at Orange Glen High School and providing services to Migrant youth throughout the 2006 school year.  Media Arts Instructors are Joaquin Ortiz and Javier Paz.  Site partner is Fuen Lopez of SDCOE’s Migrant Education Program – Region IX.     
Teen Producers Project is awarded $50,000 from the Community Technology Foundation of California for the Barrio Logan Voices of Change one-year project.  Project starts in the Summer of 2006 with an intensive TPP Summer Institute.  Youth producers produce a short documentary on former MAAC CEO Roger Cazares.  Documentary premiered in August 2006.  Youth are now working on documentaries on Father Brown and Victor Ochoa.    
MACSD is awarded an $18,000 grant from the California State Library, in partnership with the San Diego Public Library, to produce two documentaries on the Refugee community in Southeastern San Diego.  Once again, MACSD’s TPP partners with MAAC Project’s President John Adams Manor apartment complex.  Lynn Whitehouse is key partner on project at San Diego Public Library. Paul Hernandez is community partner from MAAC Project.  Media Arts Instructors for the project are Joaquin Ortiz and Jodi Cilley.  MACSD Education Coordinator, Kate Trumbull, is overseeing project. 
MACSD celebrates its’ 5th Anniversary and 1st Annual Scholarship Fundraiser on Nov. 2nd.   

Past Media Arts Instructors and Teen Producers Project Coordinators have included: 
Aaron Ginoza, Ricardo Favela, Minda Martin, Victor Vargas, Michelle Osorio, Carlos Pelayo, Brennan Hubbell, Farheen Umar, Larry Asakawa, River Mahoney-Hagg, Gulliver (Parascandolo), Juliana Marchand, Sebastian Hernandez, Carlos Pelayo, Farheen Umar, Victor Vargas, Dawn Chenette, Aaron Amerling, Robert Bodle, Lisa Tripp, Anthony Vargas, and Omar de Leon.  Erica Kermani, Maricar Camaya, Armando Maldonado, Danielle ?, Rochelle Lozada, Roldan “RJ” Lozada, JP? 
Current Media Arts Instructors include Joaquin Ortiz, Jodi Cilley, Javier Paz, and Jason Leighton. 

